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CITY COUNCIL MEETING STAFF REPORT 
 

 

 

DATE OF MEETING:  November 7, 2023 

 

NAME OF PROJECT: Whitaker Farm 

 

NAME OF APPLICANT: Griffin Johnson 

 

NAME OF OWNER: Thomas and Laura Wardle 

 

AGENDA ITEM: Plat Amendment of Whitaker Farm 

 

LOCATION: Intersection of Whitaker Farm Way and Waters Edge 

 

ZONING DESIGNATION: RA-1-43 zone 

 

 

 

 

ITEM: 6 

 

Griffin Johnson, agent for Thomas and Laura Wardle, is requesting a Plat Amendment of 

Whitaker Farm subdivision. The proposal is to remove note #4 from the plat, which limits 

driveway access to lots 1 and 50 from Whitaker Farm Way. The property is located at the 

intersection of Whitaker Farm Way and Waters Edge and is in the RA-1-43 zone.  

 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

Griffin Johnson, agent for Thomas and Laura Wardle, is proposing a plat amendment to the 

Whitaker Farm subdivision. The proposed amendment would remove a note from the plat that 

requires access for lots 1 and 50 to Waters Edge and does not allow driveway access to Whitaker 

Farm Way. The proposal is to remove the note and therefore, driveway access would be allowed 
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directly from Whitaker Farm Way. Note #4 states the following: “Lots 1 & 50 shall only have 

driveway access from Waters Edge Road. No driveway access is allowed from Whitaker Farm 

Way”.  

 

The note was required on the plat because at the time that Whitaker Fam subdivision was 

approved, the then future Whitaker Farm Way was designated as a collector road. Collector 

roads have limited access for safety and traffic flow purposes. Driveways may only be created to 

collector roads if the City Council has approved a specific petition for driveway access. Since the 

approval of Whitaker Farms, Midway has adopted a revised General Plan. In the current version 

of the General Plan, the Master Street Plan now has Whitaker Farm Way designated as a local 

street which does not have the same access restrictions.  

 

This item has been noticed for a public hearing. Notices were mailed to all property owners 

within 600’ of the proposed amendment. Notices were also posted in three public locations in 

Midway. The proposal was also posted on the Midway website and the Utah State noticing 

website. This proposal is a legislative action, and the City Council has broad discretion regarding 

this proposal.  

 

 

ANALYSIS:  

 

One item to consider with this request is the trail that runs along the east side of Whitaker Farm 

Way. With current regulations, the driveway for lot 1 will not cross the trail. If the proposal is 

approved, a driveway could cross the trail. Generally, limiting driveway crossings across trails 

should be followed. In some cases it cannot be avoided, but generally fewer crossings are the 

best option. Lot 50 will need to cross the trail at least in one location. Staff feels it is important to 

limit both lots to only one crossing. This would eliminate the possibility of a horseshoe type 

driveway for either lot. Staff suggests not removing the note but modifying the note to possibly 

read the following: “Lots 1 & 50 are allowed to have driveway access from either Whitaker Farm 

Way or Waters Edge, but only one driveway access is allowed per lot. No horseshoe type 

driveway is allowed for either lot”.    

 

For the Land Use Authority to approve a plat amendment, Utah State Code dictates that the Land 

Use Authority consider the petition in a public meeting. The City Council should consider if the 

proposal is in the best interests of the community and if the petition matches the vision of 

Midway as described in the General Plan.  

 

A plat amendment is a legislative item and the City Council is not obligated to allow any 

changes even if they feel that the applicant complies with the requirements of the Code. 

Subsection 9a-608(2)(a) states “a land use authority may consider at a public meeting an owner’s 

petition to vacate or amend a subdivision plat if the petition seeks to: 

 

(iv) on a lot owned by the petitioning fee owner, adjust an internal lot 

restriction imposed by the local political subdivision;” 

 

No public street, right-of-way, easement will be vacated or altered.  
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POSSIBLE FINDINGS: 

 

• Only lots 1 and 50 will be affected by the proposed amendment. 

 

• The proposal is a legislative action, and the City Council can remove or amend the note. 

 

• Limiting driveway crossings across the trail creates a safer trail pedestrian experience.   

 

• No public street, right-of-way, or easement will be vacated or altered. 

 

 

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS: 

 

1. Approval (conditional).  This action can be taken if the City Council finds there is 

good cause to approve the proposal.  

 

a. Accept staff report 

b. Reasons for approval (findings) 

c. Place condition(s) if needed 

 

 

2. Continuance.  This action can be taken if the City Council finds that there are 

unresolved issues.   

 

a. Accept staff report 

b. List accepted findings 

c. Reasons for continuance 

i. Unresolved issues that must be addressed 

d. Date when the item will be heard again 

 

 

3. Denial.  This action can be taken if the City Council finds that the request does not 

meet the intent of the ordinance. 

 

a. Accept staff report 

b. List accepted findings 

c. Reasons for denial 

 

 

PROPOSED CONDITION: 

 

1. The note is amended to read as follows: “Lots 1 & 50 are allowed to have driveway 

access from either Whitaker Farm Way or Waters Edge, but only one driveway access is 

allowed per lot. No horseshoe type driveway is allowed for either lot”.    
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